in the catch-basins, nevertheless the probable cost of such cleaning is one of the things which should be carefully considered before deciding whether to put in catch-basins or direct inlets. In some cases it may even be wise to take out existing basins.
From the footnote to Table 80 it will be seen that the cost of keeping catch-basin traps free from obstruction, largely ice, is considerable.
The cost of cleaning catch-basins per cubic yard of material removed from 1909 to 1912 ranged from $0.70 to $0.80, exclusive of cost of freeing traps. The average annual cost of cleaning the sewers, per cubic yard of material removed, during the last ten years has ranged from about $4 to nearly $10, the range in cost of cleaning individual sewers being much greater, however. It is evident that it is much less expensive to remove material from the catch-basins than from the sewers. Similarly, it will be found far less expensive to remove sand and detritus from the street gutters than from the basins. Therefore in places where detritus will settle and accumulate in sewers, it may be economical to use catch-basins and it will be economical to make every effort to keep the streets clean that the quantity of detritus to be removed from basins and sewers may be reduced to a minimum. Catch-basins should be put in only as a result of careful and intelligent consideration of all local conditions.